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In 2012, trade reached almost $500 billion 
dollars, which represent almost one 
million dollars a minute.  Mexico is the 
first or  second export destination for 23 
U.S. states and the first, second or third 
destination for 28 states. 
 

Trade with Mexico generates six million 
jobs in the United States. 
 

70% of trade is conducted through our 
common border.  This region, with over 
14 million people, is the world’s fourth-
leading economy. 300 million people cross 
the border every year (near three times 
the Mexican population or almost the 
entire U.S. population). 

 

High-Level Economic Dialogue (HLED) 

High-Level Economic Dialogue 
 

The HLED has a flexible approach to 

move forward strategic trade and economic 

priorities. It seeks to enhance existing 

working groups activities, while avoiding the 

duplication of efforts, in order to foster 

mutual economic growth, job creation and 

global competitiveness.  

 

 

Mexico and the United States are fundamental strategic allies and economic partners, not only 

sharing a border of over 3,000 km., but also a dynamic commercial relationship.  Mexico is the 

United States’ second most important trade partner, while the United States is Mexico’s top trade 

partner.  

 . 

The region’s competitiveness depends on permanent 

economic and trade cooperation at all levels.  

Despite the great interaction between Mexico and 

the United States, there is great potential to 

strengthen these ties. 

In May 2013, President Enrique Peña Nieto and 

President Barack Obama announced the creation of 

the High-Level Economic Dialogue (HLED), in 

order to continue to forge a more competitive and 

dynamic trade relationship between Mexico and the 

United States. 
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The HLED identifies strategic sectors to execute actions which increase 

competitiveness and innovation in North America.  
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First Meeting of the High-Level Economic Dialogue 

U.S. Vice President Joseph R. Biden witnessed the 

first session of the HLED. Other government 

agencies of both countries were also involved. 

Mexico and the United States adopted a working 

plan which establishes the areas of cooperation 

under three broad pillars: 

• The promotion of competitiveness and 

connectivity  

• Fostering economic growth, productivity, 

entrepreneurship and innovation  

• Society for a regional and global leadership 

 

Four months after its creation, the first HLED meeting was held in Mexico City, on September 20, 2013. 

The creation of the HLED marks the beginning of a new era in the bilateral relationship between 

Mexico and the United States by gathering in one forum government officials responsible for the 

economic policies of both countries to strategically analyze the ways to bolster the relationship.  

The active participation of the private sector 

and civil society is key for economic 

development.  The HLED seeks to strengthen 

the dialogue between the Governments of 

Mexico, and the U.S. and these sectors.  

As part of the activities of the first HLED 

meeting, a side-meeting with entrepreneurs and 

members of civil society from Mexico and the 

United States was held.  

Participation of the Private Sector and Civil Society 

October 2013 

The purpose of this meeting was to receive 

comments regarding specific actions that 

strengthen competitiveness, connectivity and 

economic cooperation between both countries.  

Within the concerns posed by the private sector 

at this first meeting, it was highlighted the need to 

improve the flow of goods and people at the 

border crossing points between both nations. 

The HLED recognizes the need to work on the development of more border infrastructure. Every day, 

over one million people cross the border legally. One of the main objectives of the HLED is to ensure 

that the procedures for goods and people to cross the border are more expedite, easier and more 

secure. 


