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A CLOSER AND MORE PRODUCTIVE ECONOMIC AND 

COMMERCIAL RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN MEXICO AND THE 

UNITED STATES 
High Level Economic Dialogue (HLED) 

Mexico and the United States are strategic allies and fundamental economic partners. Not only do 
they share a 31,000 km border but they also have a dynamic relationship. Mexico is the third trade 
partner of the United States, while the USA is Mexico’s first trade partner. 

Trade in 2013 amounted 500 billion dollars, which means commercial exchanges of almost a million 
dollars per minute. Mexico is the first or second destination for the exports of 23 states of the U.S. 
and is among the first and third destination for the exports of 28 other states. 

Trade with Mexico generates 6 million 
jobs in the United States.  

More than 70% of the commercial 
exchanges are done through our border. 
This region, which has more than 14 
million people, is the world’s fourth largest 
economy. It is the border with the most 
crossings in the world with 30 million 
people crossing the border every year. 

 
. 

 

 
High Level Economic Dialogue 
Competitiveness in the region depends on 
continuous economic and commercial 
cooperation at all levels. Even with the 
abundant interaction between Mexico and 
the United States, there is still broad potential 
to strengthen and deepen these links.  

Presidents Enrique Peña Nieto and Barack 
Obama announced, in May 2013, the 
establishment of the High Level Economic 
Dialogue (HLED), to continue forging a 
more competitive and dynamic economic 
relationship  between Mexico and the United 
States. 

 

The HLED has a flexible approach to 
advance its trade and economic strategic 
priorities. It aims to boost the tasks of the 
existing working groups, avoiding doubling 
efforts to promote mutual economic growth, 
job creation and global competitiveness. 
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The HLED identifies strategic sectors in order to propose actions that will increase 
competitiveness and foster innovation in North America. 
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First High Level Economic Dialogue Meeting 

Four months after having announced its establishment, the 
first meeting of the HLED took place in Mexico City, on 
September 20th, 2013. 

United States’ Vicepresident, Joseph R. Biden, witnessed the 
inauguration of the HLED in a ceremony that was attended 
by Cabinet members from both countries.  

Mexico and the United States adopted a work plan that 
establishes cooperation areas under three broad pillars: 

 Promoting Competitiveness and Connectivity  
 Fostering Economic Growth, Productivity, Entrepreneurship and Innovation 
 Partnering for Regional and Global Leadership  

 
According to the HLED’s action plan, strategic initiatives and key milestones were established to 
structure the tasks to be jointly undertaken by both countries. A follow-up mechanism was also 
established which contains the 30 initiatives and 75 milestones agreed upon. 

Stakeholder Engagement 

In order to achieve the goals of economic development, active participation of the private sector 
and civil society is fundamental. The HLED is strengthening the dialogue among the governments 
of Mexico and the United States but also, stakeholders in both countries. 
 

As part of this effort, meetings with the private sector have been held. Also, public notices to request 
input from the public were released and a public document with relevant information has been 
published. To know more about the actions visit: trade.gov/hled/ 
 

Stakeholders’ input highlights the need for improving flows of goods and people at ports of entry 
between both countries, better border infrastructure as well as more efficient customs procedures. 
There is also an urgence to strengthen regulatory cooperation between our countries. 

 

 

  

 

 

New priorities 
Aside from these accomplishments, there are new areas the HLED can boost. Mexico and the U.S. 
will give priority to define and establish logistics corridors in both sides of the border, modernize 
their aerial relationship, as well as harmonize regulations. To cross-stream gender equality and 
women empowerment throughout our bilateral relation is another priority to be fostered within 
the HLED’s workstream. 

Within the achievements of the HLED are: an agreement to promote joint investment 
and cooperation in SMEs, reciprocal entrepreneurs’ visits and the launching of two cluster 
mapping pilot projects in the border as well as the establishment of the Bilateral Forum 
on Higher Education, Innovation and Research (FOBESII).  

 

http://www.trade.gov/hled/

