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TOWARDS A REGION OF KNOWLEDGE:  
BILATERAL FORUM ON HIGHER EDUCATION, INNOVATION AND RESEARCH (FOBESII) 
 

 

 CURRENT STATUS OF COOPERATION ON HIGHER EDUCATION, INNOVATION AND 

RESEARCH BETWEEN MEXICO AND UNITED  STATES 

  
Mexico and the United States are top trading 
partners. However, the level of academic, technical 
and scientific exchange between both countries does 
not match the intensity of its trade and political 
relationship. Countries like South Korea, with a 
population of 49 million inhabitants, send 71,000 
students to U.S. every year, according to the Open 
Doors 2014 study, while Mexico, with a population of 
120 million inhabitants, just sends 14,779 students per 
year. Meanwhile, 3,730 U.S. students take 
accredited courses in Mexico every year.  

    CURRENT SITUATION: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
There are many collaboration initiatives going on 
between universities, research and academic centers 
from both countries. In order to align them with the 
priorities of the Mexico-US agenda, they must have 
a strategic orientation, be linked with the needs and 
opportunities of the productive sector, and be 
compatible with the priorities of economic 
development and the promotion of 
competitiveness.  

 

 
 

Mexico has an attractive educational offer for 
international students, at competitive costs. It has in 
addition, an extraordinary artistic and cultural 
richness; however, more outreach and promotion of 
the Mexican educational offer is needed in the 
United States. 
 
Both nations could gain huge benefits, beyond the 
economic, if they significantly foster the teaching of 
Spanish in the United States and English in Mexico.

 
 

    BILATERAL COOPERATION SUCCESS CASES: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 Mexico ranks 9th as country of origin for international students in the United States (14,779 
students), below countries such as South Korea, Saudi Arabia and Vietnam.   

 Mexico ranks 15th as destination country of U.S. overseas students (3,730 students), 4th in Latin 
America, after Costa Rica, Argentina and Brazil. 

  

 

 UCMexUS: University of California-CONACYT Agreement, with the participation of researchers 
from Mexican universities. 

 The signing of at least 23 academic cooperation agreements between higher education 
institutions in Mexico and the United States, including Memoranda of Understanding between 
the Government of Mexico and the Governments of California and New Jersey. 

 Incorporating five Mexican universities in United States Association of Public and Land-grant 
Universities (APLU). 
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In May 2013, presidents Enrique Peña Nieto, and 
Barack Obama announced the Bilateral Forum on 
Higher Education, Innovation and Research 
(FOBESII).  
 
In addition to developing a 21st century workforce 
which will allow the region to become more 
prosperous, the mission of the Bilateral Forum is to 
promote mutual understanding between both 
countries through programs promoting  student 
mobility, academic exchange, research and 
innovation to foster the competitiveness and 
economic development of the region. 
 
In September 2013, both countries agreed to 
organize six bilateral workshops in preparation of 
the Forum´s launching. The workshops were carried 
out between January and June, 2014, with the 
participation of 450 representatives from Mexico 
and the United States. 
 
In May 2014, José Antonio Meade, Secretary of 
Foreign Affairs of Mexico and John Kerry, Secretary 
of State of the United States officially launched 
FOBESII and adopted a Bilateral Action Plan to 
reach the goals of increasing bilateral academic 
exchanges and develop joint research and 
innovation projects. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Both governments are committed to work 
together with their private sector, higher 
education sector and civil society under four 
guidelines: 

1. Increasing Academic Mobility 
2. Strengthening Language Acquisition 
3. Promoting Workforce Development 
4. Expanding Joint Research and Innovation 

 
Academic exchange programs have been 
consolidated and established between Mexico 
and the United States, under the framework of 
FOBESII, benefitting around 27,000 Mexican 
students and professors in the United States, 
reaching the set goal for academic mobility for 
2014.  

The two governments also launch a binational 
academic portal "Mobilitas" 
http://mobilitasedu.net 

For additional information on academic 
collaboration between Mexico and the United 
States, visit:   
http://mex-eua.sre.gob.mx/ 

 Program of the Government of Mexico that seeks a substantial 
increase in bilateral academic mobility, promotion of English 
learning and the establishment of knowledge networks between 
Mexico and the United States with the participation of public, 
private, academic and social sectors. 

 Seeks to position Mexico as the 3rd country of international students 
in the United States, similar to the levels of our bilateral trade. 

 Its goal is to have 100,000 Mexican students studying in the United 
States and 50,000 U.S. students in Mexico, by 2018. 

 PROYECTA 100,000 

http://mobilitasedu.net/

